Clean Elections - More Choices & New Voices for Greensboro
Clean Money Campaign Finance Reform 

www.greensborocleanelections.org (coming soon!)
We Need Your Group or Business to Make It Happen!   
Clean Elections is a sensible reform that is proving itself as a viable alternative to "business as usual" in politics in areas throughout the country including Maine, Arizona, Albuquerque and Portland, OR. Candidates have a new way to run for office without big money. Clean election candidates agree to:

· Collect small qualifying contributions (around $5) to demonstrate community support.

· Reject private money contributions.

· Limit campaign spending.

· Agree to strict administrative regulations.

In return, participating candidates receive limited amounts of campaign dollars from a publicly financed fund. More important, all Greensboro citizens benefit as:

· Voters gain more choices as candidates can run based on leadership skills and community support rather than fundraising ability. 

· Voters are the focus of campaigns - not contributors and fundraising.

· Primary considerations in city council decisions can be community concerns without even the perception that special interests win over public interests.
Our goal is to compile an extensive list of supportive Greensboro organizations and businesses by March 31, 2008.  We are urging the City Council to pass a resolution in support of a clean election program in Greensboro.  We are working to get favorable legislation passed in the NC General Assembly.  More details and talking points are on the flip side. Contact us if you need additional information or would like to schedule a presentation.

Yes, We endorse Clean Elections for Greensboro!
Organization/Business: ______________________________________________

Contact person

Name:
E-mail:
Phone:


Address:
City:
State:
Zip:

For more details and talking points see the flip side.
In addition to adding our organization's name to a list of endorsers please:

· Send us a sample letter and we'll send letters to City Council members and legislators.

· Let us know about meetings and we'll send a representative.

· Send us an email alert that we can send to our members.

· Send us individual endorsement forms and we will help sign up more supporters.

· Send us post cards for our members to send to City Council members and legislators.

· Send us an article to put in our newsletter.

· Add our name as a supporter on the Greensboro Clean Elections website.
Please return no later than 3/31/08 by fax (919-833-7787) or to 
19 W. Hargett St. Ste 701 Raleigh, NC 27603. 
Thanks for your help and please let us know if you have any questions!

Questions: Call Diane at (919) 836-0027, getinvolved@greensborocleanelections.org 
Other reform details

Clean Elections is an idea that’s catching on throughout the country and right here in NC.  States that provide full public financing include Maine, Arizona, and Connecticut.  Municipalities include Albuquerque, NM and Portland, OR.  North Carolina already provides the option of public financing for our State Supreme Court and Court of Appeals candidates.  Starting in 2008 candidates for 3 Council of State offices (Auditor, Commissioner of Insurance, and State Superintendent) will be able to opt into a public financing program.  At a local level, the General Assembly has granted Chapel Hill the authority to use public financing for its 2009 and 2011 elections.

We’re working to get the Greensboro City Council to pass a nonbinding resolution in support of local public financing.  After we have that support, we’ll concentrate on the Guilford County legislative delegation.  In North Carolina, the General Assembly must pass legislation for municipalities to implement a public financing program.  The legislation says only that a city can provide public financing; the perimeters of the program are established by the city.  Chapel Hill was given the authority and Greensboro could be next!

Clean Elections are a proven reform that is worth the cost. But to be clear there are public dollars involved.  Generally, this is less than one-tenth of one percent of the city budget.  In Portland, each city department came up with money to put towards the fund.  In Albuquerque, the city budget grows each year and the small percentage for the public fund is simply included in this growth.  

Greensboro politics are out of balance 

· In 2007, winning City Council and Mayoral candidates raised on average $32,860.82
· Since 2001, only 16 people have served on the City Council (there are 8 seats each election cycle)

· In 2007, five separate Mayoral or City Council candidates raised over $40,000 (four won, the other lost to another candidate raising over $40,000)
Why?
· Clean Elections are working to hold politicians accountable and make them listen to voters. 

· Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano kept her campaign promise to require bulk purchasing of prescription drugs by the state because she did not take contributions from pharmaceutical companies.

· Arizona Corporations Commissioner Marc Spitzer started out as a skeptic, but now says, "As a candidate I like that this new system brings back grassroots, one-to-one politics that gives voices to thousands of voters."

· Maine State Senator Ed Youngblood says, "It's a good way of giving government back to people."

· Albuquerque City Council Rey Guardano says, “In leveling the field public financing allows candidates who would not otherwise be able to compete seek office and represent segments of the community that would feel disempowered and unable to advocate for their issues.”
· Participation is increasing in Maine and Arizona, providing more voter choice and the benefit of having more good people from diverse backgrounds run based on community support, bringing new ideas to shape city policies.
Want a city government that helps all voters and keeps its promises?  Support Clean Elections!









